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THE MEXICAN WAR.

In pursuanee of our duty to possess our readers
of all official or otherwise authentic information of
the purposes of the Executive in regard to the pro-
secutionf of the war against Mexico, we place be-
fore them the subjoined article from the govern-
ment paper, issued since our last publication.

This article announces, as will be seen, an entire
change in the policy proposed to be observed by
the Execeutive towards the People of Mexico in the
conduct of the war. Herealter, it seems, our army
in Mexico is to be supported in part, at least, by
contributions levied from the People. * We must
compel them,” says the official paper, * to contri-
bute for the suppor: af our 3rmy."”

As a question of policy, admitting the war 10 be
itself justifiable, though there may be difference of
opinion on the subject, the writers on the law of

nations undoubtedly justify the quartering ol an |

army upon the enemy, This policy, however, now
avowed as that of our Government, has been here-
tofore expressly disclaimed by it, in a ‘manner so
formal and positive as to make it matter of regret
that it should have been thought necessary, at this
stage of the war, lo resort to it.

In the Proclamation which General T'avior,

‘ommander of the Army, under direction of his
Government, addressed to the People of Mexico, a
month or two afler the invasiou of Lheir territory,
the following explicit pledges were given in behalf
of this Government ; ,

“ Your religion, your altars and churches, and
the property of your churches and eitizens, the
emblems of your faith and its ministers, shall be
protected and remain inviolate.”

“We come among the people of Mexico as
JSriends and republi an brethren, and all who re-
ceive.us as such shall be protected, whilst all who
are seduced into the army of your dictator shall be
treated as enemies. We shall want from you no-
thing but food for our army, and ror THIS voU
SHALL ALWAYS BE PAID IN CASH THE FULL vALUE."

These pledges, the reader will perceive, are
about to be broken by the same authority by which
they were made. * We want provisions,”” says the
government paper, and, instead of the people of
Mexico being * paid in cash the full value™ for
them, as they have been by solemn Proclamation
informed shall ALwavs be done, * we must compel
them [the non-combatant people of Mexico] to
share with us the expenses of the war"'—to * con-
tribute for the support of the army."

We confess some apprehension of the effect of
this change upon the character of the war, doubt-
ing besides whether, il effectively carried out, our
army in the interior of Mexico can be thus supplied
out of any resources which that country possesses.

FROM THE ““UN10x" OF FRIDAT NIGHT.
THE PROSEU{JTIDN OF THE WAR.

There can na longer be a question that the refusal of the
Mexican Government to accepl our propositions for pence, in-
stead of relaxing our own will sti our Gov-
ernment 10 u more vigorous prosecution of the war,  We must
bring its pressure home to the people of Mexico. We must
make them feel the evils of the war more strongly, in order
that they may appeal to their own Government for peace. It
cannot be denied nor concealed that new energy is o be in-
fused into our operations ; and the strength of the national
arm is to be put forth more efficiently than ever.

When the army of occupation became the army of inva-
sion, and our victori b were planted on the right
bank of the Rio Grande, with the view of conciliating the peo-
ple of Mexico it was proclaimed by the commanding General,
under instroctions from his Government, that our armies were
to respect their private property ; and that they were to take
nothing and receive nothing which was not to be paid for.
We were anxious to soften the horrors of war in every res-
pret, and to eomduet it upon the most liberal and refined prin-
ciples. We had even determined to dispense with the rights
which the Laws of Nutions fully recognised. ¢ Instead of the
¢ pillage of the country and defenceless places, a custom has
“been substituted (says Vattel) more humane and more ad-
“ vantageous to the sovereign makiog war. [ mean that of
¢ contributions. Whoover carries on a just war, hus a right
“of making the enemy’s counlry condribule to the support of
« the army, and townrds defraying ull the charges of the war.”
We waived these rights in every sense of the term.  But what
has been the result 7 It is shown in several articles which
have appenred in the New Ogleans papers, and in let'ers from
the officers of the army. We republished one of them the
other day from the eolamns of the National Intelligencer. Iy
seems certain that our forbearance has not been appreciated
by the Mexican people, and that, not content with receiving
fuir value for their productions, they have demanded exorbi-
tant prices, whilst their hostility to us has remained unabated.
Officers ask, how ean you expect to make it the interest of
such n people to terminate the war ' The experience of the
last five months strengthens the argument.

We offered the olive branch,  Instend of promptly accept-
ing it, Mexico declines even to give us an answer, whether
she will or will not negotinte with us, until her Constituent
Congress shall nssemble in December next.  Three months,
therefore, were to pass away without doing any thing for
peace, unless we can assist its restoration by the vigor of our
arms, It becomes high time, then, for us to hasten the deci-
sion of Mexico. We must carry on the war with vigor. We
must moke it more her interest to terminate its evils,. We
must compel her people to share its expenses with us—hy
levying eontributions upon her for the support of our army
We want provisions, and they must assist in supplying us.
The proclamation of G | Ampudin, the contents of which
have just renched us, increnses the pecessty of such a mea-
sure, He breathes the severest vengeance against any Mexi-
can who will have any dealings with us, and will cven soll us
provisions. We must compel them, therefore, to contribute
for the sapport of our army.

As soon as the dilatory answer from Mexico was received
by the Government, thert is no doulit that the policy here in-
dicated was adopted.  The private property of the Mexican
people will be religiously respected, except what may be ne-
cessary for the support of our army. Their persons nud pro-
perty, with this exception, will be sacredly protected,  Their
religion and their altars will be respected as truly as if they
were Amer.cans in the bosom of our own country,

Suirwneex axn Guear Loss o Lirs.—By the United
States frigate Constitution we have an aceount of the loss of a
Russian Government brig near the harbor of 81 Peter and
st. Paul, on the coast of Kamschatka, in the month of Octo-
ber, 1840, "l‘ha vessel was from Okotsk, with a cargo of
whent, for the wintor supply of the colony—mounted six guns
and bad a complement of thirty or forty men, besides sixtesn

Tnﬂ(of 1&@ wcri: h:'l:nn and children. One
passenger only, (a girl about o n yeurs of the com-
mander, and about ten of the erew, succeeded I:’:;Zahiu the
shore in safety. The remainder, with the exception of a man
who was erushod to death by a gun, found a watery grave.

FINANCIAL DERANGEMENT.
—

The state of things ennounced in the following:
paragraph, {rom the latest number of the St. Louis
New Era, fulfils, even earlier than was expected,
the predictions of those praciical statesmen who,
in Congress and elsewhere, endeavored to save the
Administration from the effects of its own wilful-
ness—for we eannot attribute the persisting in the
Subtreasury plan wholly to ignorance—in forcing
its odious hard-money schemes through Congress
at the very moment that it was itsell about-tlooding
the country twith paper representing only the eredit
of the Government :

 I'he Finaneial Officers of the Government have
¢ crowded the money-market with their depreciated
¢ paper, Treasury notes, and drafis, and stll the
¢ Government's credit is very low. Treasury notes
¢ are at four or five per cent. discount, and cannot
* be cashed in large quantities at that rate. The
¢ Syubtreasury law is openly and frequently violated
*in many respects hy publie officers, and the pre-
¢ senteondition of uffairs foreibly exposes that hard-
¢ money humbug. It is now manilest that it is ut-
¢ terly impracticable to earry out the hard-money
¢ project, and it is prpbable that the Subtreasury
¢ will soon become a Government bank.”

Norrn Caroriva.—Oflicial returns from all the'
counties of the State show the vote for Governor at
the late election to be as follows :

For Graham (Whig) . ...........o0vuens 43,486
For Shepard (Locofoco). oo e ieninn o 35,627
Whig majority. .. ... 7,869

Two years ago the Whig majority for Governor was only
3,153 5 and Mr. Crax's majority was but 3,945.

Major General Jesve, Quartermaster General,
left the city this morning for the frontier of Mexico,
to take ll(jwn himself the geueral direction of the
affairs of his Department in that quarter. This
step has been taken with a view to provide for every
exigency without the delay and inconvenience which
sometimes result from waiting instruetions from
Washington, and in order to secure the utmost
efficiency and economy to the meusures of that De-
partment.

We understand, also, that before General Jesvp
left Washington he had recently purchased two
more excellent steamboats, on very moderate terms,
for the operations of the Rio Grande, in otder to
save the high freights which were demanded for the
transportationof our stores.  Other appliances have
also been recently adopted, which will save much
expense, and contribute most effectually to the trans-
portation of the necessary means for our army.

[Unton of Friday night.

Commodore Cusrres W. Skiszer took com-
mand of the Gosport Navy Yard on Thursday,
and hoisted his pennant on board the receiving ship
Pennsylvania.

The imports of cotton into Boston during the
year ending the 1st instant amounted to 191,073
hales, of which 136,518 was received directly by
manufacturers or their agents. Exported during the
year 7,180 bales. lmports last year 183,722 bales.

THE VALUE OF BANTA FE.

The St. Louis * Union™' says that all of its cor-
respondents describe this country *‘as being ex-
tremely poor, and not well adapted to agricultural
pursuits,”  Below we give a portion ol one of its
letters. ‘T'he same opinion as to the sterility of the
land is expressed by our own correspondeht, in the
letter published in our last.

CORNMESPONDENCK OF THE 8T, LOUIS UNION,

Sanrta Fr, Avevsr 22, 1546,

We arrived here on the 18th instant, and took possession
without resistance. We are all doing well ; we have had three
or four days’ rest, and are beginning to want samething to do.
On Monday next we will commence the erection of a fort ut
this place : a beautiful selection has been made, and I have
no doubt one will be constructed that will astonish the natives,
[ confess | do not see the importance of this fortification.  In
my opinion the whole country, frem the Crossing of the Ar-
kansas Lo this place, is not worth what it has cost the Govern-
ment to march the troops here.  No man who Las not visited
this region can form any idea of the character of the country.
Never has a nation been so completely humbugged about any
thing as the United States have been about this provinee. 1
am candidly of the opinion that General Kxanxey would do
his country much service by abandoning the expedition and
returning to the United States. [ am fully persunded that, if
the President and Congress knew as much about the state of
things here as we do, no efloit would have been made to ac-
quire it. | have discovered that every man we have met or
seen since we left the States has exaggerated the accounts of
this country. [t appears that there is sometlung in the atmos-
phere that creates a propensity to lie. [ would therefore ad-
vise you to pay no attention Lo what you may learn from those
who have visited this city or the mountains  Before we reached
here there were two places where we expected a fight. There
were gaps in the mountains where five hundred well-disci-
plined troops could have successfully resisted five thonsand ;
yet no effort was made 1o stop us,  The last place where we
expected the enemy we discovered that some preparations had
heen made for defence, but, in consequence of the dissatisfac-
tion amongst the troops of Armijo, the whole had been aban-
doned.  Armijo left the city about thirty-six hours before our
arrival, and has been moving towards the south with all dis-
patch ever since.  He sent Gen. Kearney a letter stating that
he would retorm on the 21st ; this was only used as a means
to prevent pursuit,  All the public property of any value was
removed before we armived.  The citi here are b ing
very we'l plenmd with us, and sermed ﬂinpﬂﬂn' to submi
cheerfully 1o our Government at the several towns through
which we passed. At Bt Jose, Vegos, and St. Miguel, Gen.
Kenrney ealled the people together, and caused them to pro-
miso alleginnee to the United States . he made speeches to
then, und administered onths to the different alealdes.  The
General's quarters are those formerly occupiod by the Gover-
nor in the palace.

Tk Way vr Wongs.—The large bagging and bale-rope
factory of Messrs. C. Shultz & Co., Maysville, Kentucky,
has suspended operations. By this 120 laborers are thrown
out of employment, whose wages furnished food for six hun-
dred mouthe. The Eagle attributes the suspensian to the pas-
sage of the late tariff, which, by reducing the duty on the for-
eign article, has so reduced the price of the home-made article
that it canoot be made without loss. Thie establishment
turned out 3,000 yards of bagging and one ton of bale-rope a
day, consuming about 936 tone of hemp anmunlly.  This will
be supplied by the hemp and the labor of foreign counirivs.
Competition, under the operation of the tarifl of 1842, which
secured to these manufacturers the home market, had reduced
the priee of bagiring from 25 1o 33 conts a yard, which it bore
in 1842, to 0} and 10 cents, and at that price, with our own
market secured, it could be profitably made. The influence
of the late act has already reduced the price to 74 and S cents,
atl which price the manufacturer sustaing n loss,

It is stated that the water in the river 8t. Lawrence is now
three freet and five inches lower than it was ten years ago.
Thie depreciation in the volume of water, if continued, will
soriously affect the supply of the new canals which bave lately
been constructed.  The same effect has been noticed in the
Gleneses river,

ONE WEEK LATER FROM EUROPE,
. 'The steamship Hisumnia arrived at Boston on
Saturday, bringing one week’s later advices from
Europe.  Her dates from Liverpool are of the 19th
ultimo, and from London of the 18th. We are in-
debted to the telegraphic despatches of the New

York ‘I'ribune and Journal of Commerce for the
fullest account of her news :

Well-founded apprehensions of a failure in the
American cotton erop has caused an increased de-
mand for the staple in Liverpool, and prices have
accordingly advaneed a farthing per pound.

Her Britannic Majesty’s Government and the
people of Spain have manifested so much hostility
to the marriage of the Queen of Spain’s sister to
Louis Philippe's youngest son, that the celebration
of the nuptials hay been posipened for the present,
if not forever. The immediate consequence is a
tremendous war of words between England, France,
and Spain. The remote consequence will probably
be the destruction of the entente cordiale which has
so long existed between the Courts of St. James and
St. Cloud.

The total failure of the potato erop appears to be
a sad reality. Every where in Ireland, and in the
greater partof the British Islands, the vegetable has
turned into putrid matter, which even the hogs will
not devour. From the continent of Europe, includ-
ing Russia, we have dismal accounts of the progress
of the blight. 'The use of the potato, as an article
of food, is now almost abandoned.

At the latest date, 18th September, American
flonr was selling at twenty-nine shillings to thirty
shillings per barrel, duty paid, at Liverpool. ‘I'he
price in bond was twentv-seven shillings and six.
pence.

Indian corn was quoted three shillings the quarter
higher, and closed at forty shillings for yellow, and
forty-seven shillings for white.

The Bank of England has declared a semi-annual
dividend of 3 per cent.

On the 27th ultimo the King of Sweden signed
an ordinance abolishing all games ol chance at the
watering places of Ramloes, Scania, the only places
in Sweden where gambling was allowed.

Accounts from Paris dated 17th September an-
nounce thata despatch had been received conveying
the intelligence that Don Carlos, the Spanish pre-
tender, had made his escape, and will probably pro-
ceed 1o Spain.  In the affairs of Spain, the escape
of Don Carlos from his imprisonment is likely just
now to have important influence.

Foreign stock, particularly Mexican, Spanish, and
Portuguese, owing to the unsettled state of thése
countries, has receded.

Ireranp.—The rupture amongst the Repealers is
daily manifesiing its consequences in Belfast. A
few days ago a meeting was called of pro-physi-
cal and moral force men, when the former achieved
a decided triumph, and left the adherents of Mr.
0O’Connell in a minority.

Spaix.—The rumor of a Carlist rising in Catalo-
nia turns out to be not unfounded. Letters from
Barcelona, dated the 4th, assert that a band of from
300 to 400 men, under the command of a person of
the name of Pielot, has made its appearance in the
plain of Larranguna. Pielot was, during the civil
war, at the head of a division in the Carlist army,
and the commandant of Saragossa.

THE MARKETS.

The sdvices per the Caledonia arrived at Liverpool on the
evening of the 13th of September, and were delivered early
on the following morning. No had the cont L
come known than the cotton market underwent a great
change. Speculators commenced to operate to an unusual
degree.

The trade, dreading the realization of the unfavorable con-
iectures respecting the forthcoming crop, which the letters and
newspaper accounts from the United States had ventured to
gend forth, were induced to add o their stocks.

In Englund the proverbial fickleness of the climate has sus-
tained its old character in baflling speculation. The yield of
wheat is better this year in the southern and worse in the north-
ern parts of the kingdom. Upon the whole, the yield is hardly
better in 1846 than in the previous year.

The English markets for fureign and colonial produce have
latterly assumed a more animated and bealthy appearance.

The Liverpool eotton market, from day to day, since the
14th, has continued active and spirited, and sales of the six
days may be quoted about 43,000 bales, with advance of d.
per Ib.  Prices, of American descaiptions being fully main-
tained, the markets for other descriptions has experienced n
rise. Holders have been enabled to obtaimn | rates, bhut
lower descriptions, which are plentiful, have receded in value.

The #ales of cotton in Liverpool on the 14th September
were ohormous, amounting to no less than 20,000 bales ;
of which speculators took 10,000 American. . For all de-
scriptions of American below 6d. per Ib. an advance of one
farthing per Ib. was readily paid. Other descriptions were |
higher.

Al Liverpool foreign and colonial produce sells botter by pri-
vate tresty. A good deal of business has been done, and, as
holdersrefrain from pressing, the market prices, if not absolute-
Iy misnen, may be said to be firmer. The healthy state o
trade and full employment to the working el ure "

GON QUESTION,

Message from the President of the United Stales,
comanunicaling documents not herelufire communicated tu
the Senate relative to the, Oregon Uerritory, in answer (o
the resolution of the Senatenf Vith June, 1846,

Wasmineron, Jury 21, 816,
Ty the Senate of the United States -

L herewith transmit, in compli with the request of the
Beaate in their resolotion of the 17th of June, 1846, a report
of the Secretary of State, together with u eopy of all * the
despatches and instructions” ** relative to the Oregon treaty,”
“ forwarded o our Minister, Mr. MeLane,” ** not heretofore
communicated to the Senate,” including a statement of the
propositions for the adjustment of the Oregon question pre-
viously made and rejected by the respective Governments,
This statement was furnished to Mr. McLane before his de
pariure from the country, and is dated on the 12th July,
(1845, the day on which the note was addressed by the Secre-
tary of State to Mr. Pakenham, offering to settle the contro-
} versy by the 40th parallel of latitude, which was rejected hy
| that Minister on the 29th of July following.

- Tue Senate will perceive that extracts from but two of Mr.
MecLane's “ desp and unieations to this Govern-
ment” are transmitted ; and these only because they were ne-
cessary to explain the answers given to them by the Secretary
of State.

These despatches are both and volumi , and,
from their confidentinl churacter, their publication, it is belicv-
ed, would be highly prejudicial to the public interests.

Public considerations alone have induced me o withhold
the despatches of Mr. McLane addressed to the Secretary of
State. [ concur with the Secretary of State in the views pre-
sentel in his réport, herewith transmitted, against the publi-
cation of these despatches.

Mr McLane bas peiformed his whole daty to his country |
and Tam not only willing, but anxious that every Senator who
may desire it, shull have an opportunity of perusing these
despatches ot the Department of State. The Secietary of
State bas been instructed to afford every facility for this purpose.
JAMES K. POLK.

My, Buchanan to Mr. McLane.

Deranrmesrt or STATE,

Wasmixarox, Jury 12, 1845,
St Although the President does not intend to transfer
the Oregon negotintion from Washington to London, yet, as
her Britannic Mujesty’s Ministers will doubtloss afford you
frequent opportunities of conversing upon the subject, it is
propar that you should be well-informed of the present state of
the question.  For this purpose it is necessary to furnish yon
with a brief historieal sketcl of the propositions for its adjust-
ment which huve been heretofore made and rejected by the
respective Governments.

The first negotiation was that of 1818, which terminated in
the cenvention of the 20th October of that year. [t was con-
ductel by Messrs. Gallatin and Rush, as American Plenipo-
tentigries, in obedience to instruetions from Mr. Adams, then
Secretary of State under Mr. Monroe’s Administration.  Ou
Plenjpotentinries inform us that they did not on that occasion
¢ assert that the Upited States had 8 porfect right to the coun-
try, but insisted thet their claim was at least good against
Great Britwin.” They therefore offered to compromise b,
adopling the parallel of 49 degrees as the dividing line*between
the two countries, and by surrendering to Great Britain the
free navigation of the rivers (the Columbia of course included )
which might be intersceted by this line. ‘The British Pleni-
potentinsies, (Messrs. Robi and Goulburn,) in 2
“ did not make any formal proposition for a boundary, but
intimated that the river itsell was the most convenient that
could be adopted, and that they would not agiee to any that
did not give them the harbor at the mouth of the river in com-
mon with the United States.” Bat, although they did not
propose a permanent boundary, they did make a most extra-

linary proposition to the American Pleni iaries, which
was instantly and properly rejected.  T'his was no less in effect
than that the United States should surrender to Great Britain
the exclusive sovereignty over the whole territory north of 19
degrees ; whilst that portion of it which lies between the 45th
and the 49th parullels, embracing the mouth and nearly the
whole of the Columbia river, should ¢ be free and open
to the subjects and citizens of the two States, respectively, for
the purpose of trade and commerce,” reserving the claims of
the respective parties not to the whole territory, but to this
section of it merely. X

This negotiation resulted in the adoption of the third article
of the convention of the 20th October, 1818, under which the
United States so far yielded to the claims of Great Britain as
1o agree that the whole territory shotld ** be free and open for
the term of ten years from the date of the signature of the pre-
sent convention, to the vessels, citizens, and subjects of the
two Powers.”

The second negotiation on this subjeet, during the Admin-
istration of Mr. Monroe, was conducted, in 1824, by Mr.
Rush, as the American Plenipotentiary, under the instructions
of Mr. Adams. In the mean time the United S ates had ac-
quired the Spanish title, embrcing the whole territory in dis-
pute, under the Florida treaty of the 23d February, 1819
and Mr. Monroe had made his celebrated declaration to the
world that the American continent should no  longer be suh-
ject to eolonization.  Notwithstanding this change in the re-
lative position of the parties, Mr. Monroe, anxious to settl
the conflicting clnims of Russia, Great Britain, and the United
States to the territory on the northwest coast of America, and
knowing that this could only be done by compromise, autho-
rized Mr. Rush, through the instructions from Mr. Adams
dated the 22d July, 1523, *“with a view 1o draw a definite
line of demarcation for the future, to stipulate that no settle-
ment shall be made on the northwest coast, or on any of the
islands thereto adjoining, by Russian subjects, south of latitude

thecauses which have led to this result. "

NEW YURK CORKESPONDENUCE,

Nrw Yong, Ocronen 3, 1846,

It seems now to be decided that our Constitutional Conven-
vention are about bringing their labors to a conclusion. They
will probably adjourn early next week, say Tuesdny the 6th.
The titution, as new modelled, will then be submittéd 1o
the people for their approval or rejection.

The Locofoco Convention of this Stato have nominated
their candidates for Governor and Lieutenant Governor. The
result of their deliberations is precisely what I have said in all
my letters to you that it would be ; and, when the day of trinl
comes, there will be no division in their ranks. The strength
of Mr. Watant's opponents is shown in the votes they gave.
For Sieas Waranr, ayes 112, noes 7.  This is the result of
all their labors. Mr. Gannxxn, the present incumbent, was
re-nominated for Lieutenant Governor.

The murmurs respecting the nomination of Mr., Yousa as
the candidate of the Whig party have nearly subsided. There
hae been no unkindness shown to him at any time. It is now
confidently nsserted that the Native American party will no-

te na their candidate « Whig, known and recognised as
such. A nomination of that character may do ue some in-
Jjury, but not so much as you would imagine.

Our selection of Mr, Praixix for Congress, and Mr, Wii-
tis Hawe for Clerk, are both most excellent. Better men
eonld not have been selected.

Receipts at the New York custom-house, Sep-

tomber, 1848, ........cc00vuininas cews B1,BOR,TM
. Do, do do. Septomber, 1846, 1,548,654*
Towsthan 1845, . ... ...cciiivinnas #1260, 140

Our Loeofoco friends in Columbia, as in some other coun-
ties, have apparently got into & snarl.  On or about the 28th
of August, the Anti-renters and the Logos accidentally, with »
tnfling variation, nominated the same ticket for county offi-
cers ; and this was done by the regular nominating Conven-
tion, and christened the regular ticket. A section of the
party opposed to anti-rentism have called a meeting of the
pure Democracy, to be hold on Friday next, the Oth instant,
for the purpose of nominuting another ticket, purified of the
hrome.

T'he Secrotary of the Trensury is here.  Hin visit, I now
think, from what 1 have heard, is inducod by a desire of a
few days’ relaxation from business and some unimportant mat-
ters of a public natare.  The probability, therefore, is that
his visit will be very short, perhaps not longer than Monday
morning : certainly he will leave us on Tuenday.

A CALM OBSERVER.

55 1 by citizens of the United States north of latitude 51 de-
grees, o hy British subjects either south of 51 or north of 55,
I mention (says Mr. Adams) the lattude of 51 as the bound
within which we are willing to limit the future seitlement of
the United States, because it is not to be doubted that the Co-
lumlsia river branches as far north as 61.7 ¢ As, however,
the line already runs, in latitude 49 degrees, to the SBtony
Mountains, should it be earnestly insisted upon by Great Bri-
tain, we will consent to carry it in continuance on the same
parallel to the sea.” :

Mr. Rush, with great ability, attempted to execute his in-
structions.  He first proposed 51 degrees, and aflorwards 49
degrees ; but in vain.  These propositions were severally re-
'jm;lml by the British Plenipotentiaries, (Messrs, Huskisson
r and Stratford Canning,) who proposed the 49th parallel as a
| permuanent boundary between the iwo tries until it should
| strike the northeasternmost branch of the Columbia river,

(MeGillivray's,) and thence down the same to its junction
with the ocean, *‘the navigation of the whole channel being
| perpetually free to the suljects and eitizens of both parties.”
| This proposition was rejected by Mr. Rush, and here the ne-
;(Millll'Dn ended.
| The third negotiation on thissubject ok place in 1826-"27,
| during the admini tration of Mr. Adams, and was conducted
by Mr. Gallatin ss American Plenipotentiary under instroc-
tions from Mr. Clay, then Secrctary of State.  T'he third arti-
cle of the eonvention of October, 1818, was abont to expire
by its own limitation ; and a most formal and serious ellort
wits then made finally to adjust this vexed question, but it
atterly failed.  ‘This negotintion displays great research and
ability on both sides.  Mr. Gallatin, in behalfl of the United
| States, aguin offered 1o compromise the question by adopting
[ the 49th parallel of Intituide ns the dividing line between the
two eountries west of the Rocky Mountaing, and to agree that
the navigation of the Colombia should *“be perpetually free
to the subjects of Great Britain in common with the citizens
Cof the United States,” provided this line should strike the
northensternmost or any other branch of that river at a point
| from which it was navigable tor boats,
| This effor was rejected by the British Plenipotentiaries
| (Messrs, Huskisson and Addington) in very strong terms.
| They repeated the ofler which bad been made to Mr. Rush on
| the part of Great Britain in 1824, with this addition, that they
| were willing to concede to the United States the possession of
Port Discovery on the southern const of De Fuea's inlet, and
annex thereto *“all that tract of country comprised within a
line to be drawn from Cape Flattery, along the southern shore
of Do Fuea's inlet to Point Wilson, at the northwestern ex-
tremity of Admiralty inlet ; from thenee along the western
| shore of that inlet, across the entrance of Hood's inlet, to the
soint of land forming the northeastern extremity of the said
et ; from thence, along the eastern shore of that inlet, o
the southern extremity of the same ; from thence direct 1o the
southern point of Gray's harbor ; from thenee, along the shore
of the Pacific, to Cape Flattery, as before mentioned.”

This proposition was rejected by Mr. Gallatin, and the ne-
gotintion terminated in the convention of August 6th, 1827,
which continued the third article of the convention of October,

*Of this sum $141,000 wns Tressury rotes.

1818, until it should be abrogated by the one party or the other

DIPLOMATIC CORRESPONDENCE ON THE ORE-

by giving a notice of twelve months to that effect.  This con-
veption has ever since remained in foree ; and ever since un-
der its provisions the subjects of Great Britain have enjoyel
the sume rights uver the whole wrritory as the citizens of the
United States.  This joint oceupaiion hss cantinued for mon
than a quarter of & century ; und it is not to be supposed that
the British Government will now consent by negotiation to
yield to us the whole territory up o 54° 40 afier our Govern-
ment had thrice offered to divide it by the parullel of 49, and
they had thrice refused this offer, even when sccompunied by
a grant of the free navigation of the Columbia,

T'he next notice of this question will be found under the
Administration of General Jackson. [t is contained in the
instructions of Mr. Livingston to Mr. Van Buren, dated on
tho first of August, 1831, with a eopy of which, wo far us
they relate to this subject, you shall be furnishedd.  From this

inland, south of latitude 49 degrees, our offer to them of free
ports on the southern cap of that island may be deemed a re-
ciproeal concession. P
Had this been a new guestion, you are fully aware that the
President never Id huve pr I such a proposi iony but
it must not be forgotten that the American Goverpyment never
dies, although the agents who administer it are perpetually
changing. Its course of policy towards foreign nations should
not change with every changing Administration, but sught w
be uniform and consistent, unless for 3 of imperative
uecessity.
From what hus been said you will perceive how wholly im-
ossible it is for the President, to aceept any terms of comjiro-
mise which would bring the Hritish south of the parallel of 49
dogrees ; and  this you may intimate to the British Ministers
in conversation. should you deem it wise under all the cir-
tances.  The only exception to this rule which could

you will perceive that General Jackson's Administ , w0
fur from objecting to the oecupation of a whole territory by
the British in common with ourselves, were entirely satistiod
to suffer this state of things to continue.  “These instructions
do not procecd upon the principle of eliiming the whole ter-
ritory for the United States, although they express a strong
opinion in faver of vur right.  After stating that the tern of
joint oceupation was indefinitely continued for the purpose, in
the language of the treaty, *“of giving time to matare mea
sures which shall huve fur their object u more definite sattle-
went of the claims of each party w the said territroy,” they
go on to remark that *¢ this subject, then, is open for dis-
cunsion, and umil the rights of the parties ean be settled by
negotiation ; ours can suffer pothing by delay.”

These instructions evidently look to a settlement of the
rights of the respective partics by negotistion, und not to
an absolute exclusion of Great Britain from the whole ter-
ritory.

From the st of August, 1831, the date of Mr. Living-
ston's instructions w0 Mr. Van Buren, until the ‘9th of Octo-
ber, 1843, no farther notice of the Oregon (uestion was taken
in any instructions from this Department.  On that day, Mr.
1pshur, then the Seeretary of State under Mre. Tyler's Ad-
ministration, sddressed instructions to Mr. Everett on the sub-
jeer.  Following in the course of compromise pointed out by
his predecessors, Mr. Upshur says :

“The offer of the 40th paratlel of latitude, slthough it Lixs
onee been l-L;iuuted. may be aguin tendered, together with the
right of nuvigating the Columbia upon equituble terms.  Be-
cond this the President is not now prepuved togo.  Neverthe-
ess you may propose or receive, subject to the approval of
this Government, sny other terms of compromise which in the
progress of your discussions may appenr 1o promise a satistic-
tory adjustment ol this important question.™

Nexteame the existing negotiation, which the President
found pending on his aceession to office.

This negotiation, like all which had preceded it, was hased
upon the principle of compromising the claims of the parties,
and not of demanding the whole ferritory for the United States,
The first protocol, signed by Messrs. Calhoun and Paken-
ham, on the 234 August last, states that it was instituted *“ 1o
treat of the respective elaims of the two countries to the Ore-
gon territory, with the view to establish a permanent boun-
dary between the two countries westward of the Rocky Moun-
tains to the Pacific veean.”

The President at a very early period of his Administration
was ealled upon to deci Je whether he would break oft or con-
tinue this negotiation.  Placed in such a resporsible position,
he first inguired whetter the natioual honor required that be
should abruptly terminate it by demanding the whole territory
in dispute.  War before dishonor is 0 maxim deeply engraven
upon the hearts of the American people ; and this maxim ever
shall regulate his conduct towards foreign nations  But it
was impossible for him 1o conceive that there could be disho-
nor in pursuing the course which had been sdopted by Mr.
Moriroe, his patriot revolutionary predecessor, more than a
quarter of a century ago, and had been either expressly sane-
tioned or acquiesced in by all succeeding Administrations.

His next inguiry was, would a comppromise of the claims of
the parties, by adopting the purallel of 49 degrees,’ materinlly
injure the intetest of the United States > The entrance of the
Straits of Fuea, Admiralty Inlet, and Puget's Sound, with
their fine harbors and rich surrounding soil, are all south of
this parallel.  'We know but littde of the counry north of it,
but, from all the information we have obtained, it is, with the
exception of a few spets, wholly uniit for agniculture, and in-
capuble of sustaining sey considerable population.  lts chief;

yet be collected upon it; nsd even in this particular it is not
of much importancé. *
Arbitrption being out of the question, the alternatives which
remained were either 1o compromise the clauns of the parties
upon terms similar to those which had often been proposed by
the Government of the United States and  rejected by that of
Gireat Britain, or to demand the exclusive sovereignty over
the whole territory in dispute ; and thus to render war almost
inevitable. In the present enlightened and christian age war
ought 1o be the very last alternative of nations, aud should ne-
ver be resorted to unless for a cause which renders it impera-
tively necessary.  To rash into hostilities, if this can be hon-
orably avoided, would subject the United States to the con-
demnation of all Christendom. The President doubts whe-
ther the judgment of the civilized world would be in our favor
in a war waged for a comparatively worthless territory north
of 49 degrees, which hix predecessors had over and over ngain
offered to surrender to Great Britain, provided she would yiekl
her pretensions to the country south of that latitude, Besides,
a war for such a canse, whilst it would doubitless be sustained

portion of our wwn fellow-citizens. . _

On the other haud, suppose the American proposition of
the 49ih degree of Intitude should be again made by the
United States and ngain rejected by Great Britain, and wa
then be the conscquence, we might appeal to all mankind for
the justice and moderation of our demnnd.  “The voice of nn
impartial world would pronounce our cause to be righteous,

J our own eitizens would be enthusanstically united in sus
mninq such n war. Should the negotiation end in disap-
pointment, the President, having done all thut can be required
of him for the preservation of peace, will afterwards feel him-
self perfectly free to insist upon our rights in their foll extent
up 1o the Russan line.

Influenced by these important considerations, you will per-
ceive, from my note to Mr. Pakenham, a copy of which |
now enclose you, that the President has once more proposed

the Rocky Mountaing, which has been under existing treaties

lel of north latitude, offering at the same time 10 make free (o
Great Britain any port or ports on YVancouver's island, south
of this parallel, which the British Government may desire.

You will ohserve that the proposition is silent in regard 10
the navigation of the Columbia river—a privilege which has
heretofore been repeatedly offered to Gireat Britain in former
attempts to settle this question.  Such a privilege the Presi
demt eannot concede, although he is well aware of the serious
if not insuperable obstacles which this may prosent to the sue
coss of the negotintion. The tenacity with which Great
Britain will adhere to the free navigation of the Columbia,
which she now enjoys, is manifest from the note of Mr. Pa
kenham to Mr. Calhoun, of the 12th September last, with «
copy of which you have been furnished.

If the free navigation of the Columbin were granted to
Gireat Britain, this would be a perpetanl source of strife anl
enuse of collision between the citizens and subjects of the
two nations in those remote regions. [t would be almost i
possible, by any vigilance that eould be exertod, to execuls
the revenve laws of the respective countries, und prevent
smugeling on either side of the river.  Besides, there are
severnl portages around the falls and rapids of thiz river and
ite branches, the ose of which ix necessary to the enjoyment
of its free navigation. This wonld introduee the subjects of
Great Britain with their merchandise into the heart of the
country, and thus greatly increase the evil bevond what it
would b if they were confined to the channel of the river.
The President i desirous to adjnst the. question in such o
manner as to leave no source behind from which might pro
ceed new difficulties and new dangers again to involve the
pence of the two countries.  With his present improssions he
can never yiell to Great Britain the free navigation of the
Columbin.

It i% to be hoped that Great Britain may view this subject
in the same light, especially as within the last few yeare rivers
have been explored and resorted to north of the parallel of 16
degrees, on which her trade may he conducted between the
interior and the ocean without the use of the Columbia,

Whilst denying this privilege, which has been hitherto so
often offered, it mny be asked, what reason have we to hope
that Great Britain may now accede to the naked parallel of
49 degroes ' There would be little or none, unless our pro-
position bad contained such'n concession in some other parti-
eutlar ae to enuble her o retreat with honor from her forme
demands,  This will be found in our offer to wake free to
(ireat Britain any porl or ports on Vancouver's island, south
of 19 degrees, which the British Government may desire. [t
1% true, this is but a trifling eoncossion, considering the emall
portion of the eap of Vancouver's island which lies south of
that parallel ; and, although no equivalent, it is yet something
which may be n refoge for British pride whilst surrendering
the free navigation of the Columbia.  Desides, ax they have
in their last proposition so far gone beyond that of 1827 as to
offer o make free to the United Statesany port or ports which

they might desire, cither on the main land or Vancouver's

, for an adeg
valent, of the small cap of Vancouver's island south of this
Iatitude, whichwould be of no importance to the United States
whilst it is of considerable value to Great Britain, ;
You will enfurce our proposition upon the British Ministry
with ull the enlightenod ability of which you are so eminently
the master.  Shoukl it be rejected, the President will be re-
lieveed from the embarrassment in which he has been involved
hy the acts, ofters, and declarations of his predecesaors, Af-
terwards, if the diffieulty can only be resolved by the sword,
we may then ".l“’??}' with confidence to lhn wotld for the

possibly be roade might be the d Le equi-

equily and just , ansbomay pate the smiles
of Heaven upon the right.
I am, &e. JAMES BUCHANAN.

Lovis MeLaxe, Esq., &c
Myr. Buchanan to My. McLane.

Derantupsr or Stats,
Wasuisoros, Sker, 14, 1845,
S [ have the honor to acknuwledge the receipt of your
despatehes of the 16th and [8th ulimo, the former of which
was placed in my hands by the Hon, Mr. Rleu, of South
Carolinn, and to tr it to you herewith a copy of my last
note to the’ Right Hon, Richard Pakenham, her Britunnic
Maujesty’s Minister at Washington, relative to the Oregon
question, J
I am, &e. JAMES BUCHANAN.
Hon. Lovis McLaxsg, &c.

M. Bisihanan to Me.. Moane.

DepanTtaesT or STATE,
Wasninoron, Nov. 5, 1845,

Sin: Yourdespatches to No. 16, inelusive, have been duly
received.

Since the reeeipt, on the 21st ultimo, of your No. 9, I have
held several conversations with Mr. Pakenbam.  His purpose,
doubtless, was to ascertain whether the President would not
take back his withdrawal of our proposition of compromise,
and sufler it to stand as the basis of further negotiation ; and,
il this could not be done, to obtain some assurance in advance
a5 1o the manner in which a new proposition from the British
Government would be received,  He did not sccomplish either
object.  In these conversations, I gave him distinctly to un-
derstand that the President could not consent to recall what
had been already done, nor to modify, in any degree, the
withdrawal of our offer. At the same time [« L served, in an-
swer o a question propounded by him, th.ra the British
Government should think proper to make an v new proposition
| to the Government of the United States{ or the settlement of
the Oregon question, it would be respe tfully cousidered by
the President, without, however, feelr @ himsell committed
in any degree by the offer which bud een already made und
rejected, and afterwards withdrawn.

Mr. Pakenham urged that he had not rejected our proposi-
tion, but had merely refuscd 1o accept it, and endeavored by
argument 1o impress upon my mind the distinction—not wery
| obvious—between the refusal to soeept a proposition and its
rejection. T'o this | replied by refering him to the subsequent
part of his note, in which he expressed his trust that * [
would be prepared to offer some farther proposal for the settle-
ment of the Oregon question more consi with finirness

indeed nlmost its only, widuc eensists in the furs which way |

by the patrintism, might not meet the approbation, of u large |

to the Government of Great Britain that the territory west of |

““free and open” to the occupation of both nations ever siner |
IRIR, shall now be divided between them by the 49th paral- |

and equity, and with the reasonabe expectation of the British
| Government.”  This language, | observed, necessarily in-

plied not only an emphatic rejection of our ofler, but a con-
| demnation of its character.

In consequence of my communications with Mr. Paken-
| ham, the President, after holding two Cabinet councils on the

present state of the Oregon negotiation, has finally determined
that he will not renew his former offer, nor submit any other
propasition ; and it must remain for the British Government
to decide what other or further steps, if any, they may think
proper to take in the negotiation. You will not be surprised
! at the result, as you are well aware that nothing hut defer-
ence for the repeated action of his predecessors, and for the
| principle of compromise on which the negotiation bad been
[ commenced, as well as a asincere desire to cultivate the most
friendly relations between the two countries, could have in-
| dured him so far to depart from his well-known opinions as to
| have directed the proposition to be made which been re-
Jeeted and withdrawn.

Mr. Pakenbam’s note of the 30th of July, rejecting our
proposition, became, i diately after its ipt, the suhjec:
of grave deliberation by the President. Upon a full conside-
ration of the whole question, and afier waiting a month for
further developments, he arrived at the conclusion that it was
a duty which be owed to the country to withdraw the proposi-
tion which he had submitted. This was accordingly done by
| my note to Mr. Pakenham of the 30th of August lsst. The
President thus took his ground from which he will not depart.
IT the Dritish Government have any new proposition to sub-
mit, it must proceed from them voluntarily, and without any
previous invitation or assuranee on our part ; and then such a
proposition will be respectfully considered by the Government
of the United States,

This is the posture in which the negotistion now stands ;
and, unless in the mean time it ‘shonld be changed by some ac-
tionr on the part of the British Government, the President in-
tends to lay the whole subject before Congress for their con-
sideration. I am, &v.

JAMES BUCHANAN.
Lovis MeLawsy, Esg, &e.

My, MelLane to Mr, Buchanan.
Extraets, |
Lospox, Decennen 1, 18446,

Although it is well understood here that, in the present pos-
tare of the Oregon question, my conmexion with it must be
[ in a geat degree informal, the Earl of Aberdeen occasionally
makes it o subject of conversation.

At his request, | have recently had an interview with him,
| when he put in my hand, to read, two despatches from Mr.
| Pakenham : one in explanation of his rejection, without re-
| ference to his Government, of the President’s proposition ; the
other containing a statement of his subsequent attempts to in-
duce you to allow the President’s proposition to stand as the
basis of fariber vegotistion, or 1o have some assurance of the
answer which a new proposition from the British Government
would receive, » N » AR 3 »

In his first letter, Mr. Pakenham, among other things,
thought Lis treatment of the President’s proposition justifiable
on the groumd of his instructions, which, in his opinion, for-
bade the expectation that such a proposition could, under any
circumstances, receive the approlation of his Government.
Healko * * * expresses his belief that a reference of the
proposition to his Government, merely, ss he supposed, o be
rejected, would not have avoided the embarrassment in which

the sulject has been by that step involved.

In answer to these views, | had only 10 point out the clear
insuificiency of Mr, Pakenham's explanations ; and to defend
wid justify the withdrawal of the President's M}ﬂ‘ upvn
the obwious ground on. which, in your communications, you
had placed 1t 1o point out with entire explicitness the attitude
the President had determined to maintain, and the course it
was his intention to pursue, in conformity with the statement
in your despatch No. 13, dated the 5th November Jast.

The principal object of Lord Aberdeon in seeking the -
terview nppenred to me to be, to point out the embarrassment
in whieh he thought the President's withdeawal of bis propo-
sition had placed the Government. It was quite evident, in-
deed he expressly said, that he was not preparcd to accept the
President’s proposition, but desired ouly to make it the bass
of further negotiation and modified propositions from his Gov-
ernment, which he woulld have done, notwithstanding the re-
jection of it by Mr. Pakenham, if it had pot been withdrawn
by the direction of the President. He complained of the with-
drawal of the proposition as unusual, it not "“P“"x‘k“m" n
diplomacy, and seemed to consider it imposstble in the present
posture of the affair to subumit any i.mj;.:m.-n for a partition
of the territory in dispute, unless he conh have some assurnnee
of the tmwtm’ml wl’l‘ll'hl sy }“l'f“‘“""" he Iillg!lt submit for
that purpose would receive.

l.'ri::!r these circumstancos, he could only regand the nego-
| tintion ns having been terminated by 'hi‘l President ; and th."
door to further attompts at compromise being thus closed, this
Government had no afternative, n s dewire Lo preserve the
peaceful relations of the two rountries [other] than to propose
webitration, and abide the consequences. Indeed, [ undorstood
him him to say, very distinctly, that this course woull e pur-
suod. [t may be considered certain, therefore, that if he have
not been already, Mr. Pakenham will, by the present <leamer,
b instructed to propose an arbitration ¢ aad that, sccording to




